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and substance abuse treatment. I am 
committed to building upon existing 
efforts and finding new ways to end the 
stigma attached to mental health dis-
eases. 

Third, experts tell us that it is im-
portant to standardize care for behav-
ioral health and addiction medicines. 

Fourth, we may need to equip doc-
tors with more tools to respond to the 
opioid epidemic that has gripped the 
Nation and takes the lives of 130 Amer-
icans every day. For example, Federal 
regulations prevent a patient’s doctor 
from reviewing that patient’s sub-
stance abuse records. This policy is in-
tended, appropriately, to protect pa-
tient privacy, and that is a very impor-
tant goal, but if it hinders coordination 
of care, we may have reasons to be con-
cerned. In some cases, doctors must 
have access to a patient’s entire med-
ical history in order to adequately rec-
ognize, respond to, and treat the symp-
toms of addiction. 

I hope my colleagues in the Senate 
will join me in identifying bipartisan 
solutions to these issues. Doing so will 
help to improve the lives of many 
Americans who struggle with mental 
health and substance abuse disorders. 

I yield the floor. 
I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
The legislative clerk proceeded to 

call the roll. 
Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

S. 820 

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, one of 
the favorite parts of my job is wel-
coming Texans to Washington to talk 
about issues that they care passion-
ately about. Something I have noticed, 
though, is that it doesn’t matter if 
they are here to talk about healthcare, 
taxes, infrastructure, or fever ticks. 
The same question always seems to 
come up. They say: Judging by what I 
see in the news, it looks like nothing 
ever gets done around here; is that 
true? 

I always remind them that com-
promise and agreement is not exactly 
clickbait. So while some of the bills we 
are working on may not consume Twit-
ter feeds, there is a lot of great work 
being done here on a daily basis. 

One example of that great work came 
last Thursday when the Senate passed 
the Debbie Smith Act of 2019, a major 
bipartisan achievement that would 
support victims of sexual assault 
across the country. 

I would be negligent if I didn’t ac-
knowledge the Presiding Officer’s con-
tribution to that great effort in the 
Senate Judiciary Committee, for which 
I am grateful. 

The namesake of this bill is an in-
credibly brave woman whom I have had 
the pleasure of getting to know over 

the years, and I admire her tremen-
dously. Debbie Smith is a fierce advo-
cate for survivors of sexual assault and 
a champion for victims’ rights, and she 
has become one of the most prominent 
voices in the fight to eliminate the 
rape kit backlog. 

Sadly, Debbie’s advocacy was born 
from a personal tragedy. In 1989, she 
was at home doing laundry when a 
stranger broke into her home. He 
blindfolded her, abducted her, and took 
her to a wooded area behind her home 
where he robbed and repeatedly raped 
her. 

She reported the crime to the police 
and went to the emergency room for a 
forensic exam, but as days, months, 
and years passed, no answers came. She 
anxiously waited for her attacker to be 
identified and brought to justice, but it 
would end up being years before she 
saw that justice being done. Like mil-
lions of others across the country, 
Debbie’s case became part of the long 
list of those frozen in time because of 
the debilitating rape kit backlog. 

Though exact numbers are difficult 
to estimate, some experts estimate 
that hundreds of thousands of rape kits 
remain untested in the United States— 
a fact that should upset each and every 
one of us. Each of those untested rape 
kits represents a victim who is waiting 
for answers, who has to wonder each 
day who their attacker was, when will 
they show up again, and where are they 
now. Each piece of DNA evidence holds 
the key to apprehending a violent 
criminal and finally providing victims 
with some peace of mind. 

For Debbie, it took 61⁄2 years before 
the identity of her attacker was discov-
ered. She has made it her mission in 
life to ensure that no other woman has 
to agonize for that long. The Debbie 
Smith Act was originally signed into 
law in 2004 to provide State and local 
crime labs the resources they need to 
end the backlog of these unsolved 
crimes. Because of Debbie Smith and 
the Debbie Smith Act, more than 
860,000 DNA cases have been processed 
and 360,000 DNA profiles have been 
uploaded into the FBI’s database. This 
accounts for 43 percent of all forensic 
profiles in the FBI’s database. 

While the original purpose for this 
legislation was to reduce the rape kit 
backlog, this DNA evidence can help to 
identify and to convict people who 
commit other types of crimes and to 
take more criminals off the street. By 
the way, we should note that if some-
body has been falsely accused, this 
DNA evidence can exclude them as a 
potential perpetrator of a crime. It 
really works to benefit those falsely 
accused as well. 

All in all, more than $1 billion has 
been provided to forensic labs because 
of this law. The legislation passed by 
the Senate last week will provide even 
greater resources for this vital pro-
gram. 

The Debbie Smith Act of 2019 will re-
authorize the important funding that 
supports testing DNA evidence so we 

can eliminate the rape kit backlog in 
the future and someday ensure that it 
will not grow again. 

This reauthorization also reauthor-
izes important training for law enforce-
ment, correctional personnel, forensic 
nurses, and other professionals who as-
sist victims of sexual assault. This bill 
is not controversial, not partisan, and 
not divisive. In fact, not a single Sen-
ator voted against it. It is exactly the 
type of legislation that should get 
more attention here in Washington. 

I thank Senator FEINSTEIN of Cali-
fornia, who cosponsored this bill, for 
working with me to get it over this 
first hurdle. I now hope that the House 
of Representatives will take up the 
Debbie Smith Act so we can get the 
legislation to the President’s desk to 
provide even more victims with an-
swers and, hopefully, some peace of 
mind. 

I yield the floor. 
I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
The legislative clerk proceeded to 

call the roll. 
Mr. BROWN. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO SETH PRINGLE 

Mr. BROWN. Mr. President, I rise 
today to honor a member of my staff, 
Seth Pringle, who has dedicated his life 
to serving his country and the people 
of Ohio. Not only does Seth serve the 
people of Ohio each day on our staff, 
helping Ohio servicemembers and vet-
erans, but he also serves in uniform 
himself as a member of the Army Na-
tional Guard. 

This past week was his last in our of-
fice for a year. He is heading out soon 
to deploy with his unit to defend our 
country overseas. 

Seth earned both a master’s and a 
bachelor’s degree from Kent State Uni-
versity. He didn’t stop there. He is cur-
rently pursuing a master’s in national 
security from the University of Akron 
while also working for our State and 
serving his country. 

Seth has worked in our office since 
2015. He joined our team as an intern in 
the Cleveland office. He impressed all 
of us. He was hired first part time and 
then as a full-time staff member, serv-
ing as a constituent advocate on vet-
erans and military issues. 

Seth has helped hundreds of Ohio 
servicemembers and veterans navigate 
the military and the VA’s bureaucracy 
so that they can receive the medals 
and timely medical care and benefits 
they earn. 

About a year and a half ago, I joined 
Seth and members in the community 
in Cleveland to present long-overdue 
medals to George Burress, a Vietnam 
veteran who served as an Army infan-
tryman and earned the Combat Infan-
tryman Badge, as well as five other 
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